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Get the most from your association:  
GET INVOLVED! 

President's Message

by Boyd Dunham 

I have some exciting news for this February's newsletter, I am 
calling on all Contractor Members and Associate Members for 
HELP. We have been talking about this for years and it is time 
we do something. NUCA of NM is going to add two (2) districts 
in 2008. The first district is Las Cruces (Includes El Paso, TX 
area) and the second is the 4-Corners area based in 
Farmington (Including Cortez, CO and Durango, CO). 

 
Here is how you can help: We have several members and 
associate members who have a second office or a branch in 
these locations. We need your help to get involvement in these 
districts. Once we can identify a group of people in each district, 
we will kick this off. The Safety committee is doing training on 
March 28, 2008 in Las Cruces. This is a perfect start to kick this 
off. Not much time, so check with your local branches or offices. 
We also need to identify potential contractor members in each 
district and make contact. Please get this information to Jane or 
myself ASAP. 
 
How we propose the Districts will the work, 

l Each District will have a "District Chair". This chair will 
attend quarterly board meetings in Albuquerque.  

l Each District will hold membership meetings.  
l Each District will have a subcommittee to capture and 

work on issues for their district. They would also share 
information from Albuquerque back to the local district. 
This committee will report to the board.  

l The Board will meet once a year in each district for one 
of the normal board meetings and attend the district 
membership meeting. ( Yes this is an additional 
commitment from our board members to make a trip to 
our district.)  

l The board will also tie in a "Jiffy Golf outing or another 



"meet and greet" to meet our local district members along 
with the board meeting.  

We also are looking into a similar district break out with National 
NUCA. So we may add additional format as we get some feed 
back. If any of you have additional ideas, please share them 
with Jane or myself.  

I am confident we can make this work with all your help. Future 
districts will be looked at after we get this rolling. Thank you in 
Advance for your much needed assistance. 

 
On the Legislation side of things, The health insurance is the 
biggest item rolling up so far. This will be coming out of 
committee next week so stay tuned for more information on 
those proposed bills. I am sure next week other items will also 
heat up. 
 
February is Membership Drive Month, I would like to set a goal 
of 20 new members. Yes it is a (BHAG) (Big hairy audacious 
goal). If each of you will seek out and make contact with one 
potential member. This is only one cold call and for most of you 
it would not be a cold call anyway, as you already know 
someone in that organization. Tell them why you are a member 
and your benefits, we will meet this BHAG. Please be thinking 
about our new districts, there is some who have never been 
contacted. If you would like a list, please contact Jane or myself.

OSHA News

The period that you can forward comments to OSHA in regards to the proposed 
changes to the OSHA Confined Space Regulations has been extended to 
February 28, 2008. 

You may forward comments to NUCA and/or OSHA. 

 
Please review the article in NUCA 's Safety News which presents an easy to read 
synopsis of the proposed changes. 
 

Click Here to view the Article by NUCA

Eye on New Mexico

2008 Legislative Session 
January 15, 2008 - February 14, 2008 

On February 8, 2008, members of the Government Relations 
Committee will be traveling to Santa Fe for the day to visit with 
legislators, an to view committee and floor debate. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Jane Jernigan at the 
Association office at 888- 0752. 

 
As you may have heard, the Los Alamos National Labs is considering 
using Project Labor Agreements for future bidding. On December 14, 

2007, NUCA of NM signed on to a letter urging LANL not to impose PLAs. Congresswoman 
Heather Wilson wrote a letter to Dr. Michael Anastasio, Director, Los Alamos National 
Laboratories  
See her correspondence below: 



 
January 18, 2008 

Dr. Michael Anastasio  
Director, Los Alamos National Laboratories  
P.O. Box 1663  
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545  

Dear Dr. Anastasio,  
I am writing because I am concerned that Los Alamos is considering using project labor 
agreements (PLAs) for companies doing work at the Laboratory. I would ask you to meet with 
business leaders concerned about this proposal. I would also ask you to reconsider using PLAs at 
Los Alamos. Project labor agreements stifle competition for construction projects and effectively 
exclude a large number of contractors from bidding and construction. Several New Mexico 
companies that do business at the lab were told by a Bechtel project manager that Bechtel 
implements a PLA in each region in which they work. I have been informed that Bechtel is 
considering a PLA for Los Alamos.  
After meeting and speaking with members of the construction and small business community and 
listening to their reasons for opposing a PLA, I urge you to meet with construction and small 
business leaders and reconsider the implementation of this rule at Los Alamos. In New Mexico, 
over 90% of the construction workforce does not belong to a union. Future projects at Los Alamos 
should have more, not less, competition in the bidding and construction process. Many non-union 
contractors will not bid on PLA projects and I have been told that non-union New Mexico small 
businesses will not team with out-of- state union contractors because of the way their businesses 
are treated.  
There are not enough union workers in New Mexico to meet the needs of the labs. This is 
particularly true in northern New Mexico. On other projects where PLAs have been required in 
New Mexico, large numbers of jobs have gone to out of state workers on temporary assignment. 
Costs for Los Alamos are much higher than would otherwise be the case.  
Because these are Davis-Bacon projects to begin with, there are really no wage differences for 
employees. Non-union workers who sign single project union cards often do not receive benefits 
taken out of their pay or paid for by the contractor unless they decide to permanently join a union. 
They also forego their contributions to their non-union, employer- sponsored 401(k) plans during 
the time they are employed as union workers. This further discourages non-union workers from 
working on PLA jobs. While Bechtel may have a track record of getting "union peace" by using 
PLAs on large construction projects, New Mexico and Los Alamos Lab has no history of significant 
problems in this regard. The very small number of union workers in north central New Mexico 
makes this concern ill- founded.  
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I hope you will keep the concerns of the business 
community and their employees in mind as you make these decisions.  

Sincerely,  
Heather Wilson  
Member of Congress 

 
Issues NUCA of NM is following in the 2008 Legislative Session: 

HB 126 Increase Apprenticeship Program Funding - Support  

HB 173 Public Works Subcontractor Bonding - Support  

HB 199 Construction Industry Proof of Responsibility - Neutral  

SB 39 Health Insurance Tax Credit - Support  

SB 115 Employee Health Insurance Premium Tax Credit - Support  

SB 241 Low-Income Consumer Utility Rates - Oppose  



Carla Sonntag is following several Health Bills to see which ones, if any, may be flowing through 
the committees with a pass. Look for special Legislative updates in your email box.

2008 Membership

I'd like to welcome members to 2008. This year, the Association will be working to give you the 
member benefits that have come to expect and enjoy over the years as well as other opportunities 
for training, involvement, networking, and participation. This E- Newsletter is one of the best ways 
to stay informed on what's going on. If you would like anyone else in your company to receive this 
newsletter, simply have them visit the NUCA of NM Home page and enter their email address in 
the "Sign Up" box. www.nucanm.org 
 
2008 Investment Sponsors  
TLC Plumbing & Utility  
Western Summit of New Mexico  
Albuquerque Asphalt Inc.  
AUI Inc.  
New Concepts, Inc.  
Triad Builders of NM  
Tom Growney Equipment Inc.  
AMEC Earth and Environmental  
HD Supply Waterworks  
Hydro-Systems, Inc.  
Mountain States Insurance Co. 
 
For more information on membership or investment sponsorship, please contact the Association 
office at 505 888 0752. 

Why Join?

Safety

Sign up for the upcoming OSHA 10 Bilingual Training in Albuquerque on February 15, 2008. Click 
Here to Register online 
 
New Items in Safety Library: 

SAFE AND EFFICIENT OPERATION OF HAND- HELD CUTOFF SAWS  

This video focuses on the safe and proper operation of gasoline powered cutoff saws. Includes: 
saw adjustments, safety devices, correct blade type and application, saw starting techniques and 
the care and cleaning of saws.  

A GUIDE TO THE SAFE AND PROPER USE OF CHERNE PNEUMATIC PIPE PLUGS  

Includes a manual, and DVD training in English and Spanish. 

 
If you come across a safety issue that you think should be shared with other NUCA of NM 
members, please forward it to the NUCA of NM Office and it will be distributed to all members. 
Email  nucanm@ nucanm.org 

 
Next Safety Committee meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2008 at 8am at the Association 

office - 104 Sin Nombre Ct. NE

NMRCGA



 

What is the NMRCGA?  
NMRCGA stands for the New Mexico Regional Common Ground Alliance which 
is an approved charter of the National Common Ground Alliance. 

NMRCGA is a multi-stakeholder organization at the forefront of identifying and 
promoting best practices and sharing knowledge to prevent damage to 
underground facilities throughout New Mexico.  

By working together, we can better protect our state's underground facilities as 
well as the lives of those who live or work near them and those who operate 
them. Water, gas, electricity and telecommunications are vital to our everyday 
lives. Protecting the underground facilities that ensure we have these resources is 
our shared responsibility. 

 
The 3rd Annual New Mexico Regional Common Ground Alliance EXPO is scheduled for 
September 25-26, 2008. 

What does this EXPO have for you?  

l It's the only local EXPO geared towards Damage Prevention.  
l There are certified classes for contractors such as The Next Step Program.  
l Vendors that you do business will showcase in the vendor hall.  
l New Technology information.  
l Up-To-Date industry trends and changes  
l Certified Locator Class (open to anyone)  
l Professional Speakers 

 
Pillar Sponsors include:  
NUCA of NM  
AUI Inc.  
NM One Call  
PNM  
Williams  
El Paso Gas  
Western Refining 

Exhibitor and Participant registration packages available soon. 

Learn More...

TLC Plumbing and Utility Platinum Sponsor

Thank you TLC Plumbing & Utility for your Platinum 
Sponsorship. 

Visit TLC Plumbing & Utility's Web Page

2008 Sponsors



2008 Sponsors:  

l TLC Plumbing & Utility  
l Western Summit of NM  
l Albuquerque Asphalt Inc.  
l Triad Builders of NM  
l AUI Inc.  
l New Concepts Inc.  
l Tom Growney Equipment  
l Hydro-Systems Inc.  
l HD Supply  
l AMEC  
l Mountain States Insurance Group

February Dates

l 02/05/08 Government Relations Committee 8:30am  
l 02/06/08 - Membership Committee  
l 02/08/08 NMRCGA Planning Committee 9am  
l 02/09/08 NUCA of NM Scorpions Night  
l 02/13/08 Safety Committee  
l 02/14/08 Valentine's Day  
l 02/15/08 End of regular Session  
l 02/14/08 Education Committee 11:30am  
l 02/14/08 Planning Committee 8:00 am  
l 02/15/08 OSHA 10 Bilingual Training Register  
l 02/21/08 Membership Meeting at 11:30am Register  

 
If you would like more information on the Committees please call the Association office at 505 888 
0752 or email nucanm@ nucanm.org 

Visit the NUCA of NM Quick View Calendar

NUCA Legislative Update

Stimulus Plan Flies through House  
After a week of negotiations, the White House came to agreement with 
Democratic and Republican leaders in the House on a $146 billion 
economic stimulus package that then moved quickly through the House, 
passing by an overwhelming 385-35 vote on Tuesday (January 29). 
While the focus of the proposal is on providing tax rebates to individuals 
and families, the plan would also provide tens of billions of dollars in 
business tax incentives. First, businesses would be allowed to write off-
over 20 years or less- 50 percent of the value of new investment 

expenditures in 2008 for items subject to current depreciation law. The remaining value of these 
investments would be depreciated over the life of the item. Additionally, small businesses would 
be allowed to write off the entire cost of new investment expenditures up to $250,000. This would 
double the current expensing limit, and would apply to businesses with overall investment limits of 
$800,000. Neither Republicans nor Democrats described the bill as perfect, but both sides 
expressed confidence that the deal would provide a substantial economic kick-start. In the 
meantime, Senate leaders have expressed their intent to add provisions in their stimulus 
legislation, including higher payments to more individuals, extended unemployment insurance and 
expanded payments to certain senior citizens. 
 
Infrastructure Takes Back Seat in Stimulus Debate 
With the help of NUCA and the Clean Water Council (CWC), House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee Chairman Jim Oberstar (D-Minn.) attempted to include $5 billion in water 
infrastructure projects in the House's economic stimulus proposal. Unfortunately, despite a letter 
of support and calls from the 31- member CWC, the fi nal legislation did not contain funding for 
water infrastructure. However, key leaders in both the House and Senate have indicated their 
intent to push for an "infrastructure stimulus package" in the coming weeks and months. As 
needed, NUCA and the CWC will make visits to key offi ces reminding lawmakers of the job 
creation and economic benefit that comes when funding is provided for projects where planning 



and design is complete and can begin "shovels in the ground" within 90 days or less. Recognizing 
the huge backlog of projects in many states due to a lack of funding, the CWC is encouraging 
Congress to include funding for these projects in stimulus legislation, which would put tens of 
thousands to work in the short-term. 
 
Bush's Final State of the Union Brings Few New Ideas  
Given the fact that no new ideas or initiatives were presented, and that the event was a 
backburner story in the news, it was clear that the president's State of the Union Address on 
Monday night (January 28) was his last. The president once again called for fiscal discipline, 
including a $181 billion cut in the federal budget, and veto threats for any bill that raises taxes or 
appropriates extensive "earmarked" projects. He also defended the war in Iraq and several of his 
homeland security and defense initiatives. Although no sweeping new proposals were on the 
agenda, the president did call for Congress to pass economic stimulus legislation (see article 
above), which would provide some tax incentives for NUCA members to consider. He also called 
for Congress to make permanent his 2001 tax cuts, including the repeal of the death tax. 
Unfortunately, that effort is considered a non-starter at this point. With regard to illegal immigrants, 
the president called for increased "worksite enforcement" against employers who hire them. Since 
the White House proposal for comprehensive immigration reform failed last year, the 
administration's new take on "reform" is to focus on securing the borders, going after employers 
who hire undocumented individuals and requiring the use of the "E-Verify" system. In the final year 
of the Bush Administration, NUCA will continue to try to protect employers who work in good faith 
to verify the legality of their employees from overreaching and burdensome new employment 
verification laws. 
 
Commission Calls for Major Transportation Improvements  
Calling for broad reform of the nation's transportation programs, the bipartisan 12- member 
National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission unveiled on January 15 a 
comprehensive plan that would refocus federal transportation programs while maintaining a strong 
federal role in surface transportation. The recommendations in the Transportation for Tomorrow 
plan include the following: investing at least $225 billion annually from all sources (federal, state, 
local, and private) for the next 50 years, accelerating the time between conception and delivery of 
major transportation projects to reduce costs, retaining a strong federal role in transportation, 
replacing more than 100 current transportation programs with 10 programs and creating a new 
National Surface Transportation Commission to develop national strategic plans for each of the 
program areas. The commission concluded that the best short-term solution to the nation's 
surface transportation infrastructure problems would be to raise the federal gas tax by as much as 
40 cents a gallon over five years. Obviously, with oil prices soaring and many motorists already 
paying more than $3 a gallon at the tank, many on Capitol Hill disparaged the results immediately. 
Therefore, fast action on the committee's findings is not expected. In fact, Rep. John Mica (R-
Fla.), Ranking Republican on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, said that 
"the commission's recommendation of a dramatic increase in the gas tax does not stand a 
snowball's chance in hell of passing Congress." While highway funding advocates (including 
NUCA) are not hoping for a gas tax hike anytime soon, the information in the report is good 
ammunition for future discussions regarding the need to refurbish America's deteriorating 
infrastructure. 
 
The NUCA Washington Report is used with permission from the National Utility Contractors 
Association. 

All articles provided by NUCA and  
Eben Wyman  
Vice President, Government Relations  
Ben Gann  
Government Relations Coordinator 

 
Mark you calendars now for the 2008 NUCA Washington Summit, which will be held May 21-23, 
2008 at the JW Marriott Hotel in Washington D.C.

Western Summit of NM 2008 Platinum Sponsor

Thank you Western Summit of NM for your Platinum Sponsorship.



Visit the Western Summit Web Page

OSHA 10 Training

NUCA of NM Safety Instructors are training OSHA 10 certification in Albuquerque on February 15, 
2008. (Actual location depends on number of registrants). You can register online at Online 
Registration  
 
You can send both English Speaking and Spanish Speaking employees to this program. The 
training is conducted simultaneously with a professional interpreter who is an expert at interpreting 
'construction lingo.'  
NUCA of NM/OSHA Alliance members can send employees for no-charge. Non-members will be 
charged $40 per person. Lunch sponsored by Triad Builders of NM 
 
Elements of the OSHA 10 Certification include: 

l Introduction to OSHA  
l Material Handling  
l Confined Spaces  
l Trenching and Excavation  
l Electrical  
l Fall Protection  
l Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)  
l Tools 

 
NUCA certified instructors also offer the Competent Person Excavation Certification Program for 
low cost, and can train for your company with a minimum of 10 participants. Contact the 
Association office for details: 505 888 0752

3rd Congressional Seat

A long time NUCA of NM member is running for the 3rd District 
Congressional Seat: Dan East, Cone Construction. 
 
Dan East Stands For: 

l Revitalizing the District's economy with infrastructure 
improvements and better jobs  

l Clean water, air, and natural resources  
l Creation of new and better jobs and encouraging new 

industry growth  
l Education enhancement  
l Accessible Health Care  
l Traditional and alternative energy  
l And more...... 

 
The NUCA PAC has endorsed Dan East for Congress and has contributed $5000 towards his pre-
primary campaign. The NUCA of NM Board of Directors has voted to endorse Dan East for 
Congress. If you would like to donate, please visit the Dan East For Congress Web Page by 
clicking the link below. 
 
For more information, you may Contact the office of Dan East for Congress at 505 414 1789 

Visit Web Page

NM Scorpions



The New Mexico Scorpions and NUCA of NM 
proudly present:  
NUCA of NM Night 
 

l Saturday, February 9 at the Santa Ana Star Center  
l Doors open at 6:00 pm  
l Puck drops at 7:15 pm  
l First 1,500 fans will get a Stanley Bobble Head Doll courtesy 

of City of Rio Rancho  
Treat your family or co-workers to a night out at at the 
beautiful Santa Ana Star Center; all roads leading to the 
center are now orange barrel free and traffic flows! 

 
l $12 gets you and your guests in the doors (that's $8 off per ticket)  
l $20 (NEW LOW PRICE) gets you a ticket and 150 minutes of all you can eat hot dogs, 

popcorn, nacho chips and soda  
l Autograph stick silent auction benefiting the Susan G. Komen Foundation  
l Post game party at Turtle Mountain Brewing Company - Meet the team!!!!!  

 
4 ways to Register:  
Call Jane at the Association office 505 888 0752  
Or download the registration form and fax to 505 883 7829 and you can pay by credit card  
Call Mike at the Scorpions 505 891-7340  
Email mgo nzales@scorpionshockey.com 
 
Seats are assigned on a best available basis in the Four Corners Sections and NUCA of NM will 
be seated in the same area. 

Click here to see online registration form

JIFFY Golf

This only happens every 4 years!! JIFFY golf on February 29, 2008 at the beautiful UNM South 
Golf Course. JIFFY golf is set up with Tee Times, so call the Association office to register at 505 
888 0752 or click the link below and register online. Don't forget to request your desired Tee time. 

Click here to Register for JIFFY Golf

DIGBY

DIGBY wants to get out of his box! 
 
Do you know of an elementary school with construction work 
on its campus or close by? DIGBY would love to visit with the 
kids and tell them all about the construction equipment and 
dangers of the job-site. Call the Association office to 
schedule a visit: 505 888 0752. 

Spanish Translation

Do you need your Safety Manual or Employee handbook translated into Spanish? Laura Lynch is 
a professional certified translator that works with the Association and provides translation for 
Spanish Training. he is highly skilled in the translation of construction lingo and regional dialects. 
For more information, contact the Association office at 505 888 0752.



 

NUCA Benefit

2007 a Big Year for NUCA's Claims Avoidance Program!
 
While the final numbers are yet to be determined, the results are clear: NUCA's Damage 
Prevention Claims Avoidance Program (CAP) had a banner year in '07. The CAP program is a 
three tiered benefit that offers NUCA members: 1) unlimited free consulting on damage prevention 
best practices, 2) unlimited free consulting on effective damage investigation in cases where hits 
to underground facilities occur through no fault of the excavator, and 3) hours of free access to a 
facility damage expert to help contractors evaluate claims. Out of 80 claims handled last year, 65 
were either reversed or reduced and 10 are still in the works. Only five claims could not be 
mitigated. This reflects a 94% success rate, which could significantly go up as the last claims are 
finally resolved. Last year the CAP was responsible for at least $287,000 to the underground 
contracting industry in terms of dollars saved in claims avoidance and litigation. If you need the 
CAP's services, or simply would like more information, call CAP Service Provider Ron Peterson at 
(816) 985-4436.

 
NUCA of NM  
email: nucanm@nucanm.org  
phone: 505 888 0752  
web: http://www.nucanm.org
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