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Get the most from your association:  
GET INVOLVED!  

President's Message

Welcome to 2008! I am proud and excited to be serving as your 
President this year. I have been with Western Summit for 21 
years, and am the SW Division Manager for Western Summit of 
NM. I look foward to meeting you at Membership Meetings and 
other Association events in 2008.  
Boyd Dunham 
 
I would like to encourage all members to get involved this year, 
either with association committees, membership meetings or 
with NUCA. I would like to thank the outgoing 2007 Board 
Members for their service to the Association: Jesse May III, PCL 
of NM; and Ron Lucero, Vis-Com Inc; and welcome new Board 
Members Matt Lehman, TLC Plumbing & Utility, and John 
Taylor, Triad Builders of NM. The NUCA of NM Board of 
Directors work for you, the members of the Association, please 
contact any Board Member or the Association office if you have 
questions about industry issues, concerns, or association 
business. 
 
2008 will certainly prove to be an interesting year for politics in 
New Mexico. As 4 of the 5 seats of our congressional delegation 
are up for grabs this year.  
The NM State Legislature starts on January 15, 2008, and rest 
assured that your lobbyist, Carla Sonntag, will be working hard 
to make sure you are informed and are able to participate in the 
decision making at the State level. If you unsure who your State 
Legislator is Click Here to search. 
 
The NUCA Washington Summit -May 21-23- is a great way to 
familiarize yourself with the political process of lawmaking and 
make a difference at the National Level. A group from NUCA of 
NM will travel to Washington D.C. in May and talk with the NM 
Delegation about industry issues such as the SRF Funding, 
Clean Water, Infrastructure, Taxes, Health Care and more. 
When constituents talk, delegates listen! The NUCA of NM 
group meets prior to traveling to plan out the appointments and 
issues, and the NUCA Government Relation's team: Eben 
Wyman, and Benjiman Gann also present a briefing and tips on 



how to talk to the legislators. For more information, visit the 
NUCA Web Page

OSHA Article

New Mexico Trains Workers Through Alliance with National Utility 
Contractors Association of New Mexico  
 
An article about the NUCA of NM OSHA Alliance has been posted on the 
National Department of Labor/OSHA web page. Read part of the article below 
and follow the link to read the full article. 
 
On August 21, 2003, the New Mexico Occupational Health and Safety Bureau (NM OSHA) signed 
an Alliance Agreement with the National Utility Contractors Association of New Mexico (NUCA of 
NM). The Alliance was renewed for an additional 3 years on August 16, 2007. NUCA of NM is an 
association of 63 companies that represent approximately 2000 employees. Together, NM OSHA 
and NUCA of NM are using their collective expertise to advance a culture of prevention, while 
sharing best practices and technical knowledge to better familiarize and train members in the 
utility contractor field in safety and health requirements. 

Early in the Alliance, NM OSHA and the Safety Committee of NUCA of NM formed the Alliance 
Safety Committee, whose members include Howard Gentry, Compliance Assistance Specialist 
(CAS), NM OSHA and representatives from the insurance and underground utility industries (e.g., 
RMCI Inc., Aon Risk Services, TLC Plumbing & Utility, AUI Inc., CCM, Inc., Vis-Com, Inc.). To 
address the issue of advancing a culture of safety, the Committee developed a Safety and Health 
Training and Education Plan. First, Committee members determined which OSHA courses to offer 
and when and where to offer them. Usually, committee members provide the OSHA 10-Hour 
Outreach Training Program for Construction at least once every quarter, but when requested, they 
provide it more often and to individual companies.... 

 
......read the entire article

Eye on New Mexico

2008 Legislative Session 
January 15, 2008 - February 14, 2008 
 
Although the 2008 session is a short "budgetary" session, we are 
anticipating a great deal of activity that could affect the construction 
industry and the members of NUCA-NM. 
 
Through my work with other industry lobbyists and executives, we 
anticipate the following issues to find their way into this session: 

1. Increased funding for apprentice programs. State support has 
dwindled from about $4.00 to about $2.00/instructional hour.  

2. Construction industry mentoring program. We understand that Representative Berry will try to 
get state funding to help increase interests in construction industry careers among high school 
students.  
3. Elimination of subcontractor bonding requirement on public works projects. This is an issue 
being pursued by the Public School Facilities Authority (PSFA).  
4. Worker's Compensation Administration (WCA) may take on the issue of national guidelines for 
loss of use. This issue was the product of over two years work by the Business and Labor 
Coalition and was supported NUCA-NM in the 2007 legislative session.  
5. Immigration reform.  
6. Mandatory health care coverage.  
7. Construction Industries Division (CID) may be looking for alternative funding. 

 
Issues that are not directly related to the construction industry, but may take up a considerable 
amount of time, include funding for Medicaid and GRIPs I and II. 



We will keep you informed as bills are introduced and progress through the system. Your 
involvement in the legislative process is encouraged. Legislators like to hear from constituents and 
others that have an interest in a bill they will consider in committee.  

You are welcome to contact me if you have questions about an issue or bill or need assistance in 
drafting comments to legislators. I represent you and it's my pleasure to help! 

2008 Membership

I'd like to welcome members to 2008. This year, the Association will be working to give you the 
member benefits that have come to expect and enjoy over the years as well as other opportunities 
for training, involvement, networking, and participation. This E- Newsletter is one of the best ways 
to stay informed on what's going on. If you would like anyone else in your company to receive this 
newsletter, simply have them visit the NUCA of NM Home page and enter their email address in 
the "Sign Up" box. www.nucanm.org 
 
You should have already received your renewal invoice. If you have not, please contact me at the 
Association office at 505 888 0752. Read over your renewal package carefully to ensure that you 
are paying the correct amount of dues for the year. You also can sign up to be an Investment 
Sponsor, which means you are recognized all year long at different levels, and have benefits such 
as free member meetings, and golf players in Last Ditch Open. 
 
2008 Investment Sponsors  
TLC Plumbing & Utility  
Western Summit of New Mexico  
Albuquerque Asphalt Inc.  
AUI Inc.  
Triad Builders of NM  
AMEC Earth and Environmental  
HD Supply Waterworks  
Hydro-Systems, Inc.  
Mountain States Insurance Co. 
 
Welcome New Member:  
Baker Utility Supply Corporation  
2351 Aztec Road NE  
Bill Baker  
Paul Monahan  
Dan Gadna  
Sam Glodt  
Phone: 505 884 0990 
 
For more information on membership or investment sponsorship, please contact the Association 
office at 505 888 0752. 

Why Join?

Safety

The Safety Committee has already scheduled several training sessions for 2008 including OSHA 
10 Bilingual Instruction on February 15, 2008 in Albuquerque; The Next Step program in Las 
Cruces, NM on March 28, 2008; and watch for upcoming training dates at the New Mexico 
Regional Common Ground Alliance in September: Next Step, What to do if you hit a line; Trench 
Rescue and Recovery; and Competent Person Excavation Certification. 
 
Defective Safety Lanyard  
An employee was putting a new DBI-SALA lanyard into service. During his "before" use inspection 
he notices that one of the lanyards was not clamped and the cable could be pulled out. Employee 
immediately quarantined the lanyard, to ensue no one uses it and notified the safety department. 
To read the full article on this safety alert and look at pictures of the lanyard, please Click Here 
This is a good example of why we inspect our equipment, new or old, before we use it. 
 



Proposed changes to the OSHA Federal Register Part 1926 Subpart A - Confined Spaces in 
Construction. NUCA will be discussing this issue at the Safety Committee next week, particularly 
sections 67404- 67425. Click Here to view the entire document. If you would like to submit 
comments, please call the Association office at 505 888 0752. 
 
If you come across a safety issue that you think should be shared with other NUCA of NM 
members, please forward it to the NUCA of NM Office and it will be distributed to all members. 
Email  nucanm@ nucanm.org 

 
You don't have to hold the title of Safety Director to attend the NUCA of NM Safety Committee 

Meetings, if you want to know more about Safety, then you should attend. The meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday* of the month at 8am at the Association office.  

*On rare occasion, the Safety Committee is scheduled on a different day due to scheduling 
conflicts.

NMRCGA

 

The New Mexico Regional Common Ground Alliance (NMRCGA) has become 
incorporated in New Mexico and has applied for 501 C3 status. The Alliance has 
established it's first Board of Directors and utility contractors are well represented 
with Kari Biernacki, AUI Inc. as the Vice-President, and Jane Jernigan, NUCA of 
NM as Secretary. If you are interested in serving on the Board or just attending 
meeting, please contact Jane at the NUCA of NM office at 505 888 0752. This is 
time well spent, and the constant focus of the NMRCGA is damage prevention. 

Right now, general membership meetings are held once a quarter, and the EXPO 
Planning meeting is more frequent. If you would like to get involved in the 
NMRCGA, it is open to all who hold an interest in damage prevention. 

 
The 3rd Annual New Mexico Regional Common Ground Alliance EXPO is scheduled for 
September 25-26, 2008. 

What does this EXPO have for you?  

l It's the only local EXPO geared towards Damage Prevention.  
l There are certified classes for contractors such as The Next Step Program.  
l Vendors that you do business will showcase in the vendor hall.  
l New Technology information.  
l Up-To-Date industry trends and changes  
l Certified Locator Class (open to anyone)  
l Professional Speakers 

 
Pillar Sponsors include:  
NUCA of NM  
AUI Inc.  
NM One Call  
PNM  
Williams  
El Paso Gas 

Exhibitor and Participant registration packages available soon. 



 
Protecting the underground facilities that ensure we have these resources is our shared 
responsibility.

TLC Plumbing and Utility Platinum Sponsor

Thank you TLC Plumbing & Utility for your Platinum 
Sponsorship. 

Visit TLC Plumbing & Utility's Web Page

2008 Sponsors

2008 Sponsors:  

l TLC Plumbing & Utility  
Western Summit of NM  

l Albuquerque Asphalt Inc.  
l Triad Builders of NM  
l AUI Inc.  

Hydro-Systems Inc.  
l HD Supply  
l AMEC  
l Mountain States Insurance Group

January Dates

l 01/11/08 NMRCGA General Membership Meeting 9am  
l 01/11/08Government Relations Committee 8am  
l 01/14 -01/25 NUCA Convention  
l 01/15/08 NM Legislative Session Starts  
l 01/25/08 NMRCGA Planning Meeting  
l 01/28/08 Board of Directors Meeting  
l 01/30/08 Human Resources Committee 8am  

 
If you would like more information on the Committees please call the Association office at 505 888 
0752 or email nucanm@ nucanm.org 

Visit the NUCA of NM Quick View Calendar

NUCA Legislative Update

Appropriations Showdown Looming  
At the 11th hour of the first session of the 110th Congress, the vast 
majority of FY2008 appropriations measures-including FY08 funding for 
the EPA's State Revolving Fund (SRF) programs-have been wrapped up 
into a sweeping "omnibus" spending package. At press time, the omnibus 
proposal included an appropriation of only $700 million in funds for the 
SRF in FY08. The House will most likely vote on the package tonight or 
Tuesday, with the Senate following on Thursday. Final approval is 
expected on Friday. Passage of the bill would end months of uncertainty 

for agencies waiting to find out how much they have to spend for the fiscal year that began 
October 1. Most Cabinet departments and federal agencies are currently being funded at FY 2007 
levels by a continuing resolution (CR) that is due to expire this Friday. Stay tuned! 
 
OSHA Releases Proposed Rule on Confined Space 
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) recently released its long awaited 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) on confined space in construction. The NPRM, now 14 
years in the making, includes a step-by-step procedure for employers to follow to determine if 



there is a confined space hazard at a jobsite, classify the hazard and take necessary steps to 
address the hazard to ensure worker safety. Importantly, the proposed rule allows employers to 
classify most confined spaces and choose the most appropriate level of protection to address the 
situation. The NPRM includes specific requirements for confined space training, hazard analysis, 
classification, entry, work, exiting and rescue for four different hazard levels. Those classifications 
include continuous-system permit- required spaces, permit-required spaces, controlled- 
atmosphere spaces, and isolated hazard spaces. The preamble to the NPRM also asserts 
OSHA's "clear authority" to extend its multi-employer citation policy into the area of confined 
spaces by requiring controlling employers on construction jobsites to coordinate confined space 
entry operations and exchange information with other employers on the jobsite. NUCA will 
develop comments to the NPRM to OSHA before the January 28, 2008 due date.  
Contact Jane at the Association office if you would the PDF forwarded to you via email. 
 
Tax Debt and Withholding Provision Addressed in Senate Bill  
Legislation has been introduced in the Senate that would crack down on government contractors 
who are delinquent in tax payments, but would also address the "government withholding 
provision" known as Section 511. Sens. Norm Coleman (R-Minn.) and Susan Collins (R-Maine) 
introduced the Good Government Contractor Act (S 2394), which would restrict companies that 
have an outstanding tax liability from receiving government contracts. Importantly, the bill would 
also fully repeal Sec. 511, which will require essentially all local, state, and federal government 
agencies to withhold 3% of payments to all businesses that provide products and/or services to 
them, starting in 2011. NUCA continues to take a lead role in lobbying for passage of other 
legislation (S 777/HR 1023) that would solely provide for full repeal of Sec. 511, which currently 
has 10 Senate cosponsors and an overwhelming 237 House cosponsors. S 2394 was referred to 
the Senate Finance Committee last month and may see action next year. 
 
Senate Bill Addresses Water Resources and Climate Change  
Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) recently introduced legislation (S 2156) that would direct the 
Department of Interior (DOI) to establish a program to evaluate the impact of global climate 
change on the quantity of America's water resources, and to develop strategies to address 
potential water shortages and other harmful effects on water quality. Dubbed the "SECURE" Act, 
the bill would authorize grants to assist in planning, designing, or constructing improvements and 
to fund research projects intended to conserve or increase the efficiency of water resources. The 
bill would also require the Department of Energy to assess the impact of climate change on the 
generation of hydroelectric power and lead an intra-governmental panel on the subject. Sen. 
Bingaman noted the Bush Administration's neglect of funding for water resources programs, and 
said: "[S 2156] would increase our understanding of water resources, improve their management, 
promote conservation, and define ways to adapt to the water- related impacts of climate change. 
Local managers must gain a more in-depth understanding of water resources so that they can 
make informed decisions when allocating those resources, considering, for example, how 
development and potential new water projects will increase demand in the future." 
 
House Committee Holds Hearing on Regulatory Flexibility  
On December 6, the House Committee on Small Business held a hearing on "Legislation to 
Improve the Regulatory Flexibility Act" (RFA). The RFA requires federal agencies to analyze and 
uncover less costly alternative regulatory approaches. There is growing criticism that federal 
agencies are not assessing the impact of regulations on small business, for example the halted 
Department of Homeland Security "no-match" regulation. Committee members and witnesses 
during the hearing focused on the need for improvements to the RFA in closing loopholes and 
clarifying terms that have led agencies to neglect their responsibility in analyzing the direct impact 
of regulations on small businesses. Small Business Committee Chairwoman Nydia Velazquez (D-
NY) plans to introduce the "Small Business Regulatory Improvement Act of 2008," which would 
require agencies to consider the impact on small businesses that are not directly regulated by 
their rules, and to identify how and when agencies will periodically review the impacts of existing 
rules. 
 
Political Bytes  
Pennsylvania: Former Rep. Melissa Hart (R) continues her comeback quest for her seat in the 4th 
District, which she lost to incumbent Rep. Jason Altmire (D). Hart, who is raising money in the 
nation's capital, as well as in the district, is expected to have more than $300,000 by the end of 
the year.  
New Mexico: Albuquerque Mayor Martin Chavez dropped out of the Democratic Senate primary 



leaving Rep. Tom Udall (D) as the lone Democrat in the race to succeed retiring Sen. Pete 
Domenici (R). On the Republican side, Reps. Heather Wilson and Steve Pearce continue their 
battle in the GOP primary.  
Missouri: The harsh Midwest weather is interfering with fundraising efforts in the Show Me State, 
where Kansas City Mayor Kay Barnes (D) is working to upset four-term Rep. Sam Graves (R) in 
2008. 
 
The NUCA Washington Report is used with permission from the National Utility Contractors 
Association. 

All articles provided by NUCA and  
Eben Wyman  
Vice President, Government Relations  
Ben Gann  
Government Relations Coordinator 

 
Mark you calendars now for the 2008 NUCA Washington Summit, which will be held May 21-23, 
2008 at the JW Marriott Hotel in Washington D.C.

Western Summit of NM 2008 Platinum Sponsor

Thank you Western Summit of NM for your Platinum Sponsorship.
Visit the Western Summit Web Page

OSHA 10 Training

NUCA of NM Safety Instructors are training OSHA 10 certification in Albuquerque on February 15, 
2008. (Actual location depends on number of registrants). You can register online at Online 
Registration  
 
You can send both English Speaking and Spanish Speaking employees to this program. The 
training is conducted simultaneously with a professional interpreter who is an expert at interpreting 
'construction lingo.'  
NUCA of NM/OSHA Alliance members can send employees for no-charge. Non-members will be 
charged $40 per person. 
 
Elements of the OSHA 10 Certification include: 

l Introduction to OSHA  
l Material Handling  
l Confined Spaces  
l Trenching and Excavation  
l Electrical  
l Fall Protection  
l Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)  
l Tools 

 
NUCA certified instructors also offer the Competent Person Excavation Certification Program for 
low cost, and can train for your company with a minimum of 10 participants. Contact the 
Association office for details: 505 888 0752

3rd Congressional Seat

A long time NUCA of NM member is running for the 3rd District 



Congressional Seat (Northern NM): Dan East, Cone Construction.
 
Dan East Stands For: 

l Revitalizing the Northern New Mexico economy with infrastructure improvements and 
better jobs  

l Clean water, air, and natural resources  
l Creation of new and better jobs and encouraging new industry growth  
l Education enhancement  
l Accessible Health Care  
l Traditional and alternative energy  
l And more...... 

 
For more information, you may Contact the office of Dan East for Congress at 505 414 1789 

NM Scorpions

The New Mexico Scorpions and NUCA of NM 
proudly present:  
NUCA of NM Night 
 

l Saturday, February 9 at the Santa Ana Star Center  
l Doors open at 6:00 pm  
l Puck drops at 7:15 pm  
l First 1,500 fans will get a Stanley Bobble Head Doll courtesy 

of City of Rio Rancho  
Treat your family or co-workers to a night out at at the 
beautiful Santa Ana Star Center; all roads leading to the 
center are now orange barrell free and traffic flows! 

 
l $12 gets you and your guests in the doors (that's $8 off per ticket)  
l $26 gets you a ticket and 150 minutes of all you can eat hot dogs, popcorn, nacho chips 

and soda (limited availability, that's $10 off one of each item)  
l Autograph stick silent auction benefiting the Susan G. Komen Foundation  
l Post game party at Turtle Mountain Brewing Company - Meet the team!!!!!  

 
4 ways to Register:  
Call Jane at the Association office 505 888 0752  
Or download the registration form and fax to 505 883 7829 and you can pay by credit card  
Call Mike at the Scorpions 505 891-7340  
Email mgo nzales@scorpionshockey.com 
 
Seats are assigned on a best available basis in the Four Corners Sections. 

Click here to see online registration form

JIFFY Golf

This only happens every 4 years!! JIFFY golf on February 29, 2008 at the beautiful UNM South 
Golf Course. JIFFY golf is set up with Tee Times, so call the Association office to register at 505 
888 0752 or click the link below and register online. Don't forget to request your desired Tee time. 

Click here to Register for JIFFY Golf

DIGBY



 

DIGBY wants to get out of his box! 
 
Do you know of an elementary school with construction work on its campus or close by? DIGBY 
would love to visit with the kids and tell them all about the construction equipment and dangers of 
the job-site. Call the Association office to schedule a visit: 505 888 0752. 

 
NUCA of NM  
email: nucanm@nucanm.org  
phone: 505 888 0752  
web: http://www.nucanm.org
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