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President's Message

Knowledge is power (Sir Francis 
Bacon). The month of May provided 
many learning opportunities for NUCA of 
NM members; opportunities to increase 
knowledge and power. 
 
To start with, the New Mexico Regional 
Common Ground Alliance (NMRCGA) 
Conference & Expo was held May 3rd 
and 4th at the Albuquerque Convention 
Center. As a founding partner of the 

NMRCGA, NUCA of NM representatives were active in the 
year-long planning process for the Conference. A guiding 
principle of the NMRCGA is that damage prevention is a shared 
responsibility. In support of this, Governor Richardson 
proclaimed May 2007 "New Mexico Excavation Damage 
Prevention Month". The Conference was an overwhelming 
success with over 400 people in attendance and over 50 exhibit 
booths. A conference highlight was the Auction where 
Buckaroos were used to bid on tools and other desirable prizes 
(this was the liveliest auction ever--you had to be there!), and a 
2007 Honda 4-wheeler was given away. Our NUCA of NM 
Safety Committee presented The Next Step - Safe Excavation 
Practices program. Good job guys! A big thanks goes to all of 
you who gave of your time to participate in this. In addition, a 
dozen other classes were held including a couple led by NUCA 
of NM members Margo Maher and Richard Jockisch. Thank you 
for making time to do this. 
 
Further learning opportunities were provided at the NUCA 
Washington Summit in mid-May. The NUCA of NM delegation 
along with delegates from the other NUCA chapters across the 
United States attended national committee meetings and 
forums, some of which included: 

l Government Relations  
l Safety and Risk Management  
l Damage Prevention  



l Education  
l Member and Chapter Relations  
l Contract Documents and Specifications  
l Trenchless Technology  

 
A lot of relevant and beneficial information was exchanged at 
these meetings. I was impressed to learn about some of the 
new training programs NUCA is in the process of releasing, 
including HDD Safety Training, Equipment Maintenance Safety, 
and Pipe Installation Training (Chapter 1 - 
Excavations/Trenching/ Manholes/Backfilling). 
 
While at the Washington Summit, the New Mexico delegation 
met with our New Mexico lawmakers and/or their staff and 
discussed three issues important to our industry: (1) Clean 
Water Funding, (2) Contractor Withholding (3% tax on payments 
to contractors for goods and services provided to federal, state 
and local governments), and (3) Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform with Employer Protection. I left the meetings with our 
New Mexico lawmakers feeling like our industry concerns were 
truly heard and will be considered. These efforts with our 
legislators must continue in the future. 
 
With the theme of this article centering on the benefits of 
knowledge, I ask that each of you consider making a personal 
commitment to our Association and industry. By this, I mean, 
please consider setting a personal goal to give of your time, 
energy, resources and knowledge. I'm not talking about a 
career-long commitment, but rather a 1-year or 2-year period 
where your enthusiasm and contribution could really make a 
difference. With everyone so busy, I realize this would require 
real dedication on your part to 'make the time'. As Tom Brokaw 
said, "It's easy to make a buck. It's a lot tougher to make a 
difference."

Featured Product

HAND SIGNALS FOR MOBILE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT - SPANISH 

Shows the SAE hand signals in use with various types of construction 
equipment  

 
Only $89 for NUCA Members  

OR  
You can borrow the video from the NUCA of NM Safety Library. Call today 505 
888 0752 
 

Order Here

Member Buzz

Here you can post information about your company in regards to new location, open house, 
awards, milestones, etc. Call the Association office if you would like to post information here. You 
can get the word out to almost 200 people who are NUCA of NM Members!

Eye on New Mexico

By Carla J. Sonntag   

Socialized Utility Rates or Just Another Tax? 



 
There is no question that New Mexico, ranked number three, is one of the poorest states in the 
nation. With increased energy costs affecting all New Mexicans, it's not surprising that advocates 
are interested in addressing how our poor can get assistance in paying their heating bills. But 
requiring New Mexico utility companies to use an economically weighted or "socialized" rate 
structure is not the answer. 
 
The New Mexico State Legislature considered three bills that allow or require a utility to provide 
lower gas and electric utility rates for certain classes of rate payers with the Public Regulation 
Commission responsible for establishing the programs that would provide reduced rates for low-
income rate payers. These lower rates would be subsidized by all other New Mexico rate payers 
and would ride most heavily on the backs of the lower middle class who are not eligible for 
government assistance. 
 
How can we increase gas and electric rates for most to support the needs of both the utility 
company and the poor without harming other rate payers? Should it be the responsibility of some 
rate payers to cover the utility needs of others? Not according to the New Mexico Supreme Court, 
who in 1984 determined in Mountain States Legal Foundation v. New Mexico SCC that 
"Establishing a telephone discount rate program which differentiates between economically needy 
individuals who receive the same service is unjustly discriminatory." The same holds true for gas 
and electric utility rates. 
 
New Mexico has a program to assist the poor with home heating called the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Federal LIHEAP funds cover only a portion of the needs. 
This year the state funded LIHEAP with $6 million; it was the first time the program received state 
funding since the 2005 Special Session. But, this amount is insufficient to cover the needs of low-
income rate payers during the heating season. 

Helping New Mexico's poor requires a broad reaching program that should be managed with state 
dollars in existing social agencies. Gas and electric utility companies are not qualified to 
administer social programs, nor would we want them in that business. 

 
Consider: 1) If the state fails to adequately fund LIHEAP and then raises most rate payers' rates to 
assist low income households with their heating needs, wouldn't this be considered just another 
tax? 2) If the Supreme Court decision is overturned, which would be the case if this type of 
legislation is passed, what industry would be next? 3) Should the government use utility 
companies as tax-collectors? 

I was involved in the effort that stopped this legislation; however, the discussion is not over. The 
New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (NMPRC) plans to conduct hearings on the subject 
over the summer. We'll keep you informed of the schedule and encourage you to voice your 
opinion on this very important subject. 

811

Along with the new 811-number, CGA and its 1,400 members and 
sponsors have launched the national "Call Before You Dig" campaign to 
increase public awareness about the importance of using 811, having 
utility lines marked before digging and protecting America's vast 
underground infrastructure of pipelines, conduits, wires and cables. 

You can purchase 811 items including stickers for trucks/equipment/hard 
hats at the new Common Ground Alliance 811 Store. 

Click here to visit the CGA 811 Store

New Members

Welcome New Members



 
CALVERT MENICUCCI P.C.  
8900 Washington NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87113  
Phone: (505) 247-9100  
Fax: (505) 247-9761 
 
MOUNTAIN STATES INSURANCE GROUP  
5051 Journal Center Blvd. NE  
Albuquerque, NM  
Phone: (505) 764-3602  
Fax: (505) 247-8008 
 
POLARIS SERVICES, LLC  
P.O. Box 1060  
Aztec, NM 87410  
Phone: (505) 334-5300  
Fax: (505) 334-4134

AUI 2007 Platinum Sponsor

Thank you AUI Inc. for your 2007 Platinum 
Sponsorship. 

2007 Sponsors

2007 Sponsors:  

l Cone Construction  
l Hydro-Systems Inc.  
l New Concepts  
l Tom Growney Equipment  
l Western Summit of NM  
l AMEC  
l Albuquerque Asphalt  
l HD Supply  
l PCL Construction of NM  
l Wagner Equipment  

June Dates

l 06/05/07 Board Mid-Year Planning Session  
l 06/13/07 Safety Committee 8am  
l 06/14/07 Flag Day  
l 06/14/07 Planning Committee 8am  
l 06/14/07 Last Ditch Open Committee 8:30am  
l 06/14/07 Education Committee 11:30am  
l 06/17/07 Father's Day  
l 06/21/07 First Day of Summer  
l 06/22/07 JIFFY Golf Register Online 

 
If you would like more information on the Committees please call the Association office at 505 888 
0752 or email nucanm@ nucanm.org 

Visit the NUCA of NM Quick View Calendar

NUCA Awards

NUCA PRESENTS 2006 AWARDS 
In conjunction with the Washington Summit/Spring Board & Committee 



meetings, NUCA held its Fourth Annual National Awards Dinner at the 
Westin Arlington Gateway in Arlington, Virginia. The association--which devotes its resources to 
legislative/regulatory advocacy, jobsite safety promotion and professional education and training-- 
honored the impressive achievements of individuals, companies and chapters in all of these 
areas, as well as in the area of community service. 
 
NUCA of NM was awarded the 2006 Chapter Award for Excellence in Education for the Bilingual 
Education OSHA 10 Training, and the 2006 NUCA/PAC Teamwork Award. 

Sundance Mechanical also received the William H. Feather Safety Award in their category of up 
to 500,000 manhours.  

Western Summit won the overall William H. Feather Safety Award. 

 

May Committees

NUCA of NM  
May 2007 Committee Summary 

 
Planning: 

l Member meeting location and speaker has been confirmed. An reminder email will be sent 
out on May 14th to register online, and the call tree will initiated on May 21, 2007.  

l The Committee reviewed the Membership Meeting checklist.  
l There was a discussion regarding a Hard Hats program, and what type of program to do 

this year. Jane Jernigan will contact Operation Homefront.  
l JIFFY golf will be scheduled for June 22th at Sandia, Santa Ana, or Twin Warriors 

depending on whether those locations are hosting golf tournaments.  

Last Ditch Open Committee:   

l Committee reviewed Call tree for Sponsors. Tom Growney Equipment is the shirt sponsor 
and Highway Supply is the Sign Sponsor. Highway Supply also agreed to be a Corporate 
$5000 sponsor.  

l There was a discussion regarding prizes, door prizes, raffle, mulligans, give-a- ways, and 
the hole in one prize.  

Safety:   

l Reviewed flyer that will be sent to Las Cruces Companies. The Safety Committee is 
planning a Safety Forum/Training/Recruitment campaign in Las Cruces in September 2007. 
Flyers will be sent out in June to peak interest and try to get in contact with companies 
before September.  

l NUCA Excellence in Education Award for Bilingual Training - the instructors were 
congratulated and invited to attend the next membership meeting where there will be 
recognition of a job well done and presentation of the award. Kari Biernacki, L.D. Alexander 
and Laura Lynch will accept the award in Washington DC at the NUCA Awards Banquet. 
Laura Lynch will also demonstrate how the bilingual training works with the equipment at 
the Education and Safety Committee.  

l The Next Step Training at the NMRCGA went very well. The feedback back was positive 
and there were about 40 students who will receive a certificate.  

l The next training of the Next Step Program will be in Hobbs, NM on August 24, 2007. Jane 
Jernigan is working with NMOSHB on training location and hotel.  

l The next OSHA 10 training will be on July 13th and will be a bilingual program. Albert 
Venezuela will check on a large forum for the class.  

l The NUCA Safety Forum is set for December 3-5th, the location will be finalized at the 
Washington Summit at the Safety Committee on May 18, 2007.  



NUCA Safety Committee:   

l Discussion regarding Fleet Awareness Manual.  
l Committee reviewed sample of Equipment Maintenance Safety that they have been 

working on and plan to publish in the near future.  
l George Kennedy announced a Master Instructor designation for NUCA Certified instructors 

that have been teaching under NUCA for a least three year. There are 24 instructors that 
would fall under this category and the most one instructor has taught is 5,658 people. The 
purpose is for distinction and retention.  

l Review of ten year Safety Ambassadors Club Members.  
l Tony James, CNA gave an insurance report.  
l George Kennedy spoke regarding the winners of the William H. Feather Safety awards and 

the changes to the categories. Jane Jernigan, and Bruce Kershner will work together on an 
awareness and promotion campaign for the award.  

l Laura Lynch performed a bilingual interpretation demonstration during the meeting.  

Education:   

l Committee decided that working with TVI might be more productive than working with 
UNM. There has been no response from UNM in quite a few months despite several 
attempts from NUCA of NM. Troy Dunow and Jose Cordova will initiate contact with TVI 
and set up a meeting.  

l There was a discussion regarding about advertising DIGBY and DIGBY books for 
contractors who are working close to schools. There will be some advertising in the 
newsletter.  

NMRCGA  

l The NMRCGA Expo went well. There were positive comments from vendors and 
participants. A wrap-up meeting will take place on May 25th, and a final report will be 
available after that.  

NUCA Member and Chapter Relations:   

l Discussion regarding recruitment and retention 
¡ 320 new members since 2006  
¡ 1570 members so far in 2007 - goal of 1800 by end of year  
¡ 82% renewal rate  
¡ ½ year dues start on June 1st for new members only  

l Committee working on three regions for biggest growth: Alabama, Ohio, and Virginia. 
Contractor members present at the meeting will contact prospective members in areas 
above.  

l AZ has a new member contest that works with a point system and has a prize of two 
registrations to Hawaii for the NUCA Expo in January of 2007. Georgia offers $1000 prize 
for most new members.  

l Potential members may sometimes need no less than five points of contact before joining 
an association.  

l The NUCA web page has been updated and improved with an extensive member only 
area.

Washington Summit

The NUCA Washington Summit was held 
May 16- May 18, 2007 
 
NUCA of NM Members in Attendance: Kari 
Biernacki, NUCA of NM President, AUI Inc.; 
Dan East, NUCA of NM Director, Cone 
Construction; Michael Smith, NUCA of NM 
Immediate Past President, Hydro-Systems, 
Inc.; Jane Jernigan, NUCA of NM Executive 



Director; Nancy East, Buzz Biernacki.  

NUCA Legislative Report  

Three main issues this year:  

l Clean Water Funding 
¡ Support any effort to restore $1.35 billion to the Clean Water SRF in FY 2008  
¡ SRF Reauthorization of the Water Quality Financing Act (HR 720) which authorizes 

$14 billion for SRF over four years  
l Contractor Withholding (Section 511) HR 1023 and S 777  
l Comprehensive Immigration Reform with Employer Protection  

 
Clean Water Funding  

Congressman Tom Udall - We met with Noelle C. Dominguez, Legislative Assistant, and didn't 
receive any commitments in regards to any of the issues; however, there will be a follow-up letter 
sent asking the Congressman for answers of support or oppose to our specific issues. Udall did 
vote to pass HR 720 and would more than likely vote again to over ride a Presidential Veto.  

Congresswoman Heather Wilson - Wilson will vote to restore the Clean Water SRF Appropriations 
to $1.35 billion. She also voted for HR 720 the Water Quality Financing Act that would authorize 
$14 billion for SRF over 4 years. She stated that lawmakers would more than likely negotiate 
rather than vote to override a Presidential Veto.  

Congressman Steve Pearce - Met with Tim Charters, Legislative Director. Pearce supports efforts 
to restore the SRF to $1.35 billion in FY 2008. However, he did vote No on HR 720 because of 
Davis Bacon issues in the bill. He stated that attaching a Davis Bacon Wage to SRF makes the 
cost of the jobs more expensive. NUCA of NM representatives stated that Davis Bacon is not an 
issue for NM and would rather see the SRF Funded.  

Senator Pete Domenici - Met with Ben Pendergrass, Legislative Assistant. Domenici supports 
efforts to restore $1.35 billion to the SRF programs in FY 2008 but had not signed on to the 
Feinstein/Craig letter. There will be a follow-up letter asking for confirmation to sign on letter. 
Domenici, being a co-sponsor of many water funding bills in the past, will be asked about 
contacting Barbara Boxer - follow-up letter to clarify.  

Senator Jeff Bingaman - Bingaman strongly supports restoring the SRF fund to $1.35 billion in 
FY2008 and signed the Feinstein/Craig letter. Bingaman understands the need for 
Reauthorization Legislation but is only focusing on Appropriations at this point in time. 

 
Contractor Withholding (Section 511) 

Congressman Tom Udall - Legislative Consultant Dominguez will ask Mike Collins, the tax 
specialist in the office. We will email Mike Collins directly to find out Udall's position on HR 1023.  

Congresswoman Heather Wilson - Wilson will watch HR 1023 regarding the repeal of section 511 
(Contractor Withholding) and is for repealing the section, but she stated that this will probably not 
go anywhere as a stand alone bill and the repeal will probably be combined with other legislation 
in the near future. She does support HR 1023.  

Congressman Steve Pearce - Will follow up to verify but probably will support as this tax sounds 
devastating to the industry.  

Senator Pete Domenici - Will have to contact Clint Taylor, tax specialist in Domenici's office.  

Senator Jeff Bingaman - Bingaman supports the repeal of Section 511, but thinks this will not pass 



as a stand alone bill and will probably be combined with something else.

 
Immigration Reform  

Congressman Tom Udall - Udall supports a comprehensive plan and voted against the house bill 
last year because of the "punishment" verbiage included in the bill. He supports a temporary 
worker program, guest worker system, and does not want to put a burden on employees if they 
are complying with the law and the system in place.  

Congresswoman Heather Wilson - She is waiting to see what the Senate came up with (on May 
17, 2007), but strongly supports an employer protection in immigration legislation.  

Congressman Steve Pearce - Pearce wants comprehensive immigration reform with two 
objectives: border security and a worker program with documentation. Pearce is very concerned 
about protecting employers in any legislation.  

Senator Pete Domenici - May have something on Monday as the Senate has reached agreement 
(May 17, 2007). Employer protection in immigration legislation is a concern of the Senator and will 
ensure that the burden of verification does not get put on the shoulders of employers.  

Senator Jeff Bingaman - Working closely with Senator Reed and Kennedy on comprehensive 
reform and the agreement that was being discussed on May 17, 2007. He strongly believes in 
employer protection in legislation.

Last Ditch Open

It's not too early to start thinking about Last Ditch Open, especially if 
you would like to be a sponsor this year.  
We have a committee working on the tournament right now to make 
this year's golf outing one of the best ever for you!  
Sign up for sponsorship now so that you can get your name on all 
outgoing marketing materials for the event. 
 
Last Ditch Open 2007  
September 21, 2007  
Isleta Eagle Golf Course  

Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Corporate Sponsor - $5000 

l Logo and company name included on ALL advertising and marketing for event (if 
commitment made by no later than June 15, 2007)  

l Provide company giveaways with your logo/info to be contributed to players at check- in.  
l Hole in One Sponsor (valued at no less than $20,000 insured by association)  
l 4 Players  
l Sign on prize hole (Closest to Pin/Longest Drive)  
l Recognition presentation at post tournament reception  
l Check-in/Reception area banner  
l Recognition in newsletter, web-page, and program  

Post Tournament Reception Sponsor - $2500  

l Logo and company name included on ALL advertising and marketing for event (if 
commitment made by no later than June 15, 2007)  

l Check-in/Reception area banner  
l 4 players  
l Sign on prize hole (Closest to Pin/Longest Drive)  
l Recognition presentation at post tournament reception.  
l Recognition in newsletter, web-page, and program  



Shirt or Hat Sponsor $2500 --  
Shirt Sponsor SOLD - Thank you Tom Growney Equipment Inc  

l Company logo on shirt or hat with association logo  
l Recognition at post tournament reception.  
l Recognition in newsletter, web-page, and program  

On-Course Beverage and boxed Lunch Sponsor - $1500  

l Logo and company name on drink tickets distributed at check in.  
l Recognition at post tournament reception  
l Sponsor sign at check-in/reception area  
l Business size compliments card on boxed lunch with logo and company info.  

Hole Sponsor $500  

l Name on one of 18 holes on professionally designed sign.  
l Recognition at post tournament reception  
l Recognition in newsletter, web-page, and program  

Door Prize --Value of $250 and above no logos please but will receive recognition of donation. 

 
CALL TODAY! 888-0752 

JIFFY GOLF

Don't miss this great Golf Outing - Just In Fun For You 
 
June 22nd  
Santa Ana  
Pay at the Course  
Morning and Afternoon Tee Times  
Call 505 888 0752 

Register Online

Training

Bilingual OSHA 10 Training - July 13, 2007
 
 
49 CFR Hazmat Handlers DOT Certification Training Date TBD dependent on interest --- If you 
are interested in this training, please call the Association office at 505 888 0752, we only need 10 
people to set up a training class 

Certified Highway Watch program - this program will follow the Hazmat 49 CFR Training and gives 
you a certification from Homeland Security 

 
NUCA Safety Directors Forum is scheduled for December 3-5 this year in Tampa, Florida 

Register or Request More Information Here

May Membership Meeting

Phil Gallegos, NMDOT Public Information Officer, was the guest speaker at the last Member 
meeting on May 24, 2007.  
He talked about newly completed and upcoming projects in District Three 



 
I-40 Washington Overpass  

l Project Amount: $3,824,000  
l Start Date: February 12, 2007  
l End Date: May 17, 2007  

I-40 Coors to 98th  

l Project Amount: $14,940,363  
l Start Date: October 6, 2006  
l Percent Complete - 59%  
l Estimated Completion Date: July 7, 2007  

I-40 Carnuel to Tijeras  

l Project Amount: $25,268,320  
l Percent Complete: 66%  
l Expected Completion Date: September 2007  

I-25 Algodones to San Felipe  

l Project Amount: $4,084,871  
l Start Date: April 2007  
l Percent Complete: 10%  
l End Date: 90 Day Project - August 2007  

 
Upcoming Projects  

l Moriarty Park and Ride/ July 07 -Park & Ride Service  
l I-40, San Mateo to Pennsylvania (GRIP)/January 08 $31 Million - Interchange Ramp 

Modifications  
l I-25, (s/o NM 473 to US 555)(GRIP) January 08/ $ ___ - Interstate 

Reconstruction/Expansion  
l I-40, West Central to 98th (GRIP) January 08/$28 Million - Interstate Reconstruction  
l I-25, Big I to Alameda/Early 2008 - Corridor Study  
l I-40, Carlisle to San Mateo Interchange (GRIP) Spring 08/$45 Million - Interchange 

Reconstruction  
l I-40 Zuzax to Sedillo (GRIP) Early 08/$23 Million - Interstate Reconstruction  
l NM45, Rio Bravo to Central (GRIP) Summer 08/$9.6 Million - Roadway Reconstruction  
l I-25, Rio Bravo to Gibson/?? -Interstate Rehab w/auxillary lanes 

 
US550 Transportation Study  

Important things for you to know  
- Currently, no funds have been identified for long term transportation improvements within the US 
550 study area  
- The NMDOT has identified approximately $3 to $4 million for Operational Improvements along 
existing US 550  
- No final determinations have been made on future phases of the US 550 project (s) 

 
Rail Runner  

-The NMDOT intends to use a total of $318 million of GRIP funds for the commuter rail project  
- So far $125 million of this amount has been used to cover the $75 million Phase I capital costs 
and the $50 million purchase of the line and rights of way for Phase I between Belen and 



 

Bernalillo.  
- This leaves a balance of $193 million for Phase II capital costs.  
- If the capital costs for Phase II come in at the estemated $250 million an additional $57 million in 
funding will be required to complete the project.  
- As part of the 2007 NM Legislature an additional $17 million was approved for the extension, 
leaving a gap of $40 million.  
- The NMDOT and the MRCOG are aggressively pursuing additional fudnding to cover the 
shortfall.  
- Phase II rail construction to start September of 2007  
- Estimated completion and operation of Rail Runner to Santa Fe is December of 2008

 
NUCA of NM 
NUCA of NM  
 
email: nucanm@nucanm.org  
phone: 505 888 0752  
web: http://www.nucanm.org
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